Environmental Assessment for Propcsed Access Control and Traffic Improvements at LANL

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA)" has assigned a continuing role to Los
Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) in carrying out NNSA’s national security mission. It is
imperative that LANL continue this enduring responsibility and that NNSA adequately safeguard
LANL capabilities. NNSA has identified the need to restrict vehicular access to certain areas
within LANL for the purpose of permanently enhancing the physical security environment at
LANL. It has aso identified the need to change certain traffic flow patterns for the purpose of
enhancing physical safety at LANL.

The Proposed Action would include the construction of eagern and western bypass roads around
the LANL Technical Area (TA) 3 area and the installation of vehicle access controls and related
improvements to enhance security along Pajarito Road and in the LANL core area. This
Proposed Action would modify the current roadway network and traffic patterns. It would also
result in traversing Areas of Environmental Interest identified in the LANL Habitat Management
Plan, demolition of part of an historic structure at Building 3-40, and traversing several potential
release sites and part of the Los Alamos County landfill.

The No Action Alternative was also considered. Under this aternative NNSA would not
construct the eastern or western bypass roads, any access-control stations, or related
improvements. Diamond Drive would continue to serve as the primary conduit for most vehicle
traffic within the LANL core area regardless of actual trip destinations. The No Action
Alternative does not meet NNSA'’ s purpose and need for action.

The proposed bypass road corridors traverse both devel oped and undevel oped areas. Severa
potential release sites are present. These would either be sampled and remediated in accordance
with New Mexico Environment Department requirements before construction or avoided to
allow for future remediation. In some cases, contaminant levels may fall below remediation
thresholds and the Environmental Restoration Project would set requirements for workers.
Structural bridges would be used to span canyons that are Areas of Environmental Interest
because they include habitat for threatened and endangered species, or because they are 100- year
floodplains or wetlands. Traffic congestion is not expected to increase once construction is
completed. The Proposed Action would alow for aflexible approach to vehicle access controls
in response to security conditions. Traffic safety within LANL would improve because access
control would screen out drivers without a need to be in the LANL TA-3 areaor along Pajarito
Road. There would be adequate parking for University of California personnel and construction
workers. Construction and demolition wastes would be transported to a licensed commercial
landfill or recycled for other construction projects at LANL or offsite. Construction for the
proposed bypass roads would be expected to produce only temporary and localized air and noise
emissions. The Proposed Action would have no effects on visual resources, land use, socio-
economics, or environmental justice. The roadways would be designed to accommodate geologic
and soil conditions. The demolition of part of Building 3-40 could have an adverse effect on
historic structures since it is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places and, therefore, a
treatment plan would be negotiated between NNSA and the State Historic Preservation Office.

"The NNSA isa separately organized agency within the Department of Energy established by the 1999 National
Nuclear Security Administration Act [Title 32 of the Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year 2000 (Public Law
106-65)].
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Cumulative effects of the Proposed Action, along with past, present, and reasonably foreseeable
actions, on LANL and surrounding lands are anticipated to be negligible. No increasesin LANL
operations are anticipated as a result of this action.
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